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OPINION 1620 

Monograptus exiguus (Graptolithina): accepted usage conserved by 
citation of Lapworth (1876) as author 

Ruling 

(1) Under the plenary powers the subspecific name exiguus Nicholson, 1868, as 
published in the combination Graptolites lobiferus Var. p exiguus , and all other uses of 
that name before its publication by Lapworth (1876), are hereby suppressed for the 
purposes of both the Principle of Priority and the Principle of Homonymy. 

(2) The name exiguus Lapworth, 1876, as published in the binomen Monograptus 
exiguus and as interpreted by the lectotype designated in BZN 46: 33, para. 6, is hereby 
placed on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology. 

(3) The name exiguus Nicholson, 1868, as published in the combination Graptolites 
lobiferus Var. P exiguus , and as suppressed in (1) above, is hereby placed on the Official 
Index of Rejected and Invalid Specific Names in Zoology. 

History of Case 2674 

An application for the conservation of the accepted usage of Monograptus exiguus 
by the citation of Lapworth (1876) as author was received from Mr D.K. Loydell 
(University College of Wales, Aberystwyth, Wales, U.K .) on 27 July 1988. After corre¬ 
spondence the case was published in BZN 46: 33-34 (March 1989). Notice of the case 
was sent to appropriate journals. A comment in support from Dr Margaret Sudbury 
(Rickmansworth, U.K.) was published in BZN 46: 191-192. 

Decision of the Commission 

On 1 March 1990 the members of the Commission were invited to vote on the 
proposals published in BZN 46: 34. At the close of the voting period on 1 June 1990 the 
votes were as follows: 

Affirmative votes — 26: Bayer, Bock, Cocks, Cogger, Corliss, Dupuis, Hahn, 
Halvorsen, Heppell, Kabata, Kraus, Lehtinen, Macpherson, Mahnert, Martins de 
Souza, Minelli, Mroczkowski, Nielsen, Nye, Ride, Savage, Starobogatov, Thompson, 
Trjapitzin, Ueno, Willink 
Negative votes — 1: Holthuis 
Schuster was on leave of absence. 

Holthuis would have preferred a neotype selection for the nominal species 
Graptolites exiguus Nicholson, 1868, and continued attribution of exiguus to 
Nicholson. 


Original references 

The following are the original references to the names placed on an Official List and an Official 
Index by the ruling given in the present Opinion: 

exiguus, Graptolites lobiferus Var. P, Nicholson, 1868, Quarterly Journal of the Geological Society 
of London , 24: 533. 

exiguus, Monograptus , Lapworth, 1876, Geological Magazine, (2)3: 503. 



